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In 1996, the Navy prepared a
Community Relations Plan for address-
ing community concerns during Point
Molate’s Installation Restoration (IR)
Program. Since then, progress has
been made on IR site cleanup and clo-
sure and it is time once again to take
the pulse of community interests and
issues.

Starting in Fall 2001, interviews
will be held with local community
members, public officials, representa-
tives of various organizations, and
other individuals who may be affected
by or interested in the environmental
work at Point Molate.  Announcements
will be made as the time approaches to
solicit your interest in participating in
the interviews.

Interviews for the Community
Relations Plan are informal and can be
scheduled to accommodate you. Your
participation in the interview process is
voluntary and interview responses are
confidential. The information obtained
will be incorporated into a new
Community Relations Plan for Point
Molate. This Plan formalizes a program
that encourages two-way communica-
tion between the community and the
Navy and regulatory agencies responsi-
ble for investigation and cleanup of
waste sites on base. 

For more information on the Com-
munity Relations Plan update, or to
sign up to participate in the interviews,
please contact Ms. Michelle Gallice-
Sondrup, Navy Remedial Project Man-
ager, sondrupml@efdsw.navfac.navy.mil,
(619) 532-0971, or Sarina Puri at
Bechtel at (415) 768-3743.

The last issue of the Point Molate Focus reported on the landfill cover design
underway at Site 1, a 1-acre waste disposal area. This article details the
methane gas vents and perimeter monitoring that are included in the

design of the final landfill cover at Site 1.
Methane is a colorless and odorless gas that is a product of the decomposition

of organic matter.  In the case of Site 1, landscaping and construction debris and
some oily wastes were disposed of from the 1950s through the 1970s. Landscaping
debris is believed to be the source of the methane detected at Site 1. 

The methane system design involves installing passive (non-motorized) vents
in the areas of previous methane detection and controlling public access to the
vents. This will be done until there is no indication that methane concentrations
exceed 5 percent by volume in air (the regulatory limit to assure public health and
safety). Although the potential for methane to rise through the underground
(where it is generated) to the ground surface can occur throughout the site, three

Landfill Cover at Site 1 to 
Include Methane Venting System
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Inside: Feature Story on Navy Remedial Project Manager Michelle Gallice-Sondrup

Note:  IR-02 closed with no further action required.
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vents (shown as GV02-01, GV02-02,
and GV0203 on the figure to the left)
will be installed near the known
methane-producing locations. These
three locations are the only ones at
which sampling has resulted in detec-
tion of methane at concentrations
above 5 percent by volume in air.
Sampling for methane elsewhere on
the site has revealed concentrations
less than 5 percent by volume in air,
and therefore does not require
mechanical venting.

The vents are designed to direct
the methane to the atmosphere
through a standpipe.  The vents will
be installed to penetrate the landfill
but remain above the groundwater

Aboveground Storage
Tanks Removed at Site 3

In March and April 2001, three
empty aboveground storage tanks
(ASTs), designated tanks E, F and G,
were removed at Site 3, Treatment
Ponds Area (see Figure 1). These
tanks formerly held recovered fuels
and oils, tank bottom sludge, fuel-
water mixtures, and ballast liquids.

The tanks held 420,000, 315,000,
and 425,000 gallons, respectively. In
addition to demolishing and removing
the tanks (see Figure 2), associated
support equipment and concrete pads
underneath the tanks were removed.
Piping to the tanks was cut and
capped or removed, as appropriate.
AST G had a secondary containment
structure consisting of a cinderblock
wall and asphalt-lined flooring which

was removed. AST F had an associat-
ed pump house that also was
removed.

In addition to the large ASTs,
there were filter tanks used for filtering
fuel, aboveground piping, valves, a
sump, a boiler pad, and other related
equipment at the Fuel Reclamation
Area, located on the northeast section
of Site 3. These tank-support facilities
were also removed. Finally, trash and

construction debris associated with an
earlier biotreatment pilot study, east of
Pond #1, also was removed.
Demolition debris as well as residual
soil material was placed in drums and
was disposed off-site at appropriate
permitted facilities.

This removal brings the Navy one
step closer to closing Site 3, and clos-
er to the overall base cleanup in prepa-
ration for property transfer. 

Methane Venting System
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Figure 1 – standing tanks F
and G pre-removal

Figure 2 – demolition of tank G

DID YOU KNOW?
You can read more about the Navy’s environmental program at Point Molate on the internet!  The Navy’s Southwest Division
Environmental Web Page address is http://www.efdsw.navfac.navy.mil/environmental/envhome.htm
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A Tour of 
Point Molate 
in the Good 
Ol’ Summertime

In honor of Independence
Day, there will be NO July
meeting. However, please
join us in August for a tour
of the Point Molate environ-
mental sites. The tour will
be held on Wednesday,
August 1st and starts at 6:00
PM. Plan to meet at the base
by 5:45 PM. 

To make your reservation,
please contact Ms. Sarina
Puri at Bechtel at (415) 768-
3743. 

Hope to see you there!

Try to imagine this scenario:
you’re walking your dog through your
apartment complex when you have a
chance encounter with a smart good
looking guy walking his own dog.
The next thing you know, he’s pro-
posing on Valentine’s Day and you
find yourself honeymooning in the
French and Italian Rivieras. Can life
get any better than this?

The only way to improve on this
would be an assignment as a Remedial
Project Manager for the Point Molate
Navy team and RAB.  Michelle is
responsible for the Installation
Restoration (IR) and Environmental
Baseline Survey (EBS) Programs—
and the Point Molate community is
all the better for it.

After traveling the country as her Air
Force father was routinely transferred,
she planted roots in Northern Virginia
when she was 8 and stayed there until
she left for San Diego in 1997.

Attending James Madison Uni-
versity, she graduated with a BS
degree with a double major in Biology
and Environmental Sciences. With
her Biology degree, Michelle has a
concentration in Entomology.

Michelle says she has “a true pas-
sion for animals, plants and nature,
and she wants there to be plenty of
these treasures for all to enjoy, many
generations from now.” With her
training and natural love for the out-
door environment, it’s no wonder that
Michelle chose the environmental
field as her avocation.

Although Michelle prefers to
spend time outside with her husband
(Brett), her 7-yr-old collie (Sierra)
and 2-yr-old husky (Gabi) either
kayaking, biking, backpacking, camp-
ing or enjoying the beach, she was bit-
ten at a young age by the travel bug.
Every opportunity that avails itself,

she and Brett travel to some exciting
and exotic part of the US or some far
off foreign locale.

When work forces her to stay
closer to home, Michelle loves gar-
dening and decorating her new home.

Point Molate is fortunate to have
a dedicated professional such as
Michelle to help lead the cleanup
efforts. She maintains her idealism
and beliefs that she can make a differ-
ence in the world. Michelle believes
that it’s not only important that the
cleanup be done, but that it is done
the best way.  Furthermore, she
believes that the environmental
cleanup of any site can be accom-
plished properly only with the contri-
bution of the public.

Using Michelle’s own words
about the way she feels about Point
Molate: “I can’t wait for the day when
I come to Point Molate as a visitor,
just to enjoy it’s splendor, knowing
how hard we all worked so that it
could be used by the community at
large.  I would love to ride the Bay
Trail when it’s complete—won’t that
be thrilling?” Wouldn’t it, indeed?

MICHELLE GALLICE-SONDRUP

Her goal:  To Preserve Nature’s
Treasures for Generations to Come
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table.  Aboveground the vents will be
three feet high and painted in earth
tones to blend into the landscape and
for protection from ultraviolet rays.
A wind-driven turbine (curved blades
on a rotating spindle) will be used to
protect the open standpipe from rain,
animals, and debris, while applying a
mild vacuum action to the soil. 

When vent construction is com-
plete, methane concentrations leaving
the three vents will again be sampled.
The results will decide the proper
method for restricting public access to
the site. Methane concentrations less
than 5 percent by volume in air will
require a 6-foot by 6-foot perimeter
fence around each vent. Periodic
methane monitoring will be conduct-
ed and the results analyzed to deter-
mine whether access controls need to
be increased or decreased.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2



You Are Invited 
to Attend

The Point Molate
Restoration Advisory
Board (RAB) provides
a forum for community
members, the Navy, and state and fed-
eral regulatory agencies to discuss
cleanup issues and approaches.  The
RAB currently meets at 7:00 p.m. on
the first Wednesday of every month at
Richmond City Hall Complex, Room
#1 (enter east side of building),
Employment and Training Building,
330 25th Street. The meetings are
open to the public, and the RAB and
the Navy encourage you to attend.

Knowledgeable speakers are also
available to discuss Point Molate envi-
ronmental cleanup issues with your
community interest group.

■ Marianna Potacka, Navy Co-Chair
BRAC Environmental Coordinator
1230 Columbia Street, Suite 1100
San Diego, CA 92101-8517
Ph: (619) 532-0941
Fax: (619) 532-0940
potackamk@efdsw.navfac.navy.mil

■ Don Gosney
RAB Community Chair
Ph: (510) 233-2060
Fax: (510) 234-8912
dongosney@home.com

■ Michelle Gallice-Sondrup
Remedial Project Manager
1230 Columbia Street, Suite 1100
San Diego, CA 92101-8517
Ph: (619) 532-0971
Fax: (619) 532-0940
sondrupml@efdsw.navfac.navy.mil

INFORMATION REPOSITORIES
Environmental cleanup site-related documents are available for public review at:

Richmond City Hall Richmond Public Library
(510) 307-8157 (510) 620-6561
Richmond Redevelopment Agency 325 Civic Center Plaza
330 25th Street Richmond, CA 94804
Richmond, CA 94804 Hours: M-Th 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Hours: M-F 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. F & Sat 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Su 1-5 p.m.

Point Molate Focus
Distributed by

Bechtel National, Inc. (BNI)
50 Beale Street
San Francisco, CA 94105-1895
Attn:  Hanne Horning

Address Correction Requested
If you wish to be added to the mailing list or
no longer wish to receive Point Molate
Focus, please call BNI at (415) 768-2091 or
return this page with address label attached. 

This newsletter is printed
on recycled paper.
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